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5 September, 2012 – 28 September, 2012

Item 3a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village: Cllr Robson attended the NCC Area West Committee 
meeting on 11 September together with a number of residents from the village. Cllr Robson was given a chance to speak 
about the case for the traffic calming along the main road.  The Committee were in agreement that action was required 
and are to deliberate further. It was suggested if no action had been taken by Christmas the matter would be on the 
agenda for that months’ meeting.

Item 3b: Supporting the Sports Centre: A meeting took place recently at the Sports Centre between the Trustees and 
NCC regarding the sustainability of the place going forward.  A report is expected from NCC and will be shared with the 
Parish Council when received. Meantime local fund raising events are taking place and consideration should continue to 
be given as to how the Sports Centre can be supported to generate greater use and funding.

Item 3c: Bus Services to Morpeth and Bellingham: Further to previous months notice that it is the intention of NCC 
to stop the Morpeth service from 19 December, 2012 consultation has taken place with some of the residents that use 
the services. Ideas have included reducing the service to Morpeth to once a fortnight and those presently with 
concessionary passes paying, perhaps, 50% of the fare. There is belief that the Bellingham service could possibly be more  
popular running once a week and making the return journey a bit earlier than the present timetable departure thus 
reducing the length of time there. You will be asked to give consideration to the possible action the Parish Council  
should take.

Item 3d: A696 closure compensation: Local businesses have now received their compensation for the road closure 
following the accident involving the wind turbine.  The Parish Council are still seeking the community compensation and 
whilst Duncan Fone from EDF Energy has acknowledged the letter from the Chair, the Parish Council still awaits a 
response. Meantime there has been a feature in the Journal covering the matter. 

Item 4b: Payment of PAYE to HRMC: You be asked to agree the next quarterly payment of the PAYE to HRMC in 
respect of the Clerk’s salary.

Item 4c: Payment of invoice to C. Mowatt: An invoice for £75.00 was paid recently relating to the two cuts in August 
and a further cut in September of the grass at Willow Green. 

Item 4d: Reimbursement of expenses for retirement present for Cllr Scott: You will be asked to approve the 
reimbursement of expenses of £8.78 for the retirement present for Cllr Scott. 

Item 5a: 12/025424/FUL: The Kennels, Otterburn Tower Hotel, Tower Lane, Otterburn, NE19 1AT: The 
application was shared regarding the proposal for a garage. There were no objections and the NCC has been notified.   

Item 6a: Otterburn Hall footpaths: The Chair and Vice-Chair with the Clerk met with representatives of the Angel 
Group regarding the matter of footpath access on the Otterburn Hall estate. The conclusion of good productive meeting 
was to consider the existing proposals but without the path on the upper side of the higher lake. The Parish Council  
advised they would want a path connecting the two paths to the lake that would also have sight of the lake.  The 
representatives have tentatively agreed subject to consultation with the Angel Group. It was proposed to have a further 
meeting at the lake in October where it is hoped a route can be established and agreed.  

Item 6b: Illegal animal traps in the Parish: There has been a recent incident of an animal being caught in a Gin trap 
somewhere in the region of Tower Lane behind Otterburn Tower Hotel. The traps have been banned since 1960’s. The 
trap was given to the Police who are investigating the matter. Meantime residents should take care when walking dogs or 
with your children.    

Item 6c: Willow Green plots:  I have been in contact with Richard Stewart, NCC Enforcement Officer regarding the 
plots of land at Willow Green. I was seeking an update on the plots that recently went to auction but were not sold.  
Additionally there have been complaints regarding two plots one of which has trees around the border that are beginning 
to block light from neighbouring residents. Ragwort has also been detected and I have asked Richard Stewart what action 
can be taken to resolve the matter.

Item 6d: Filling the vacant Cllr position:  Following the resignation of Cllr Scott I have been in touch with NCC 
regarding the process to fill the vacancy and will update the meeting on Tuesday. 

Martin Chilvers 28 September, 2012
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